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Synopsis

Accessible, concise guides for quicker, more effective studying These new additions to the Increase
Your Score series present key principles and practical strategies for the ACT Writing Test (new for
2005) and the ACT Reading Test, explained in manageable, bite-size sections ideal for the
panicked student. Combining humor with academic authority, these succinct guides: Feature
essential strategies for effective essay writing or tackling reading comprehension passages under
the pressure of time Provide sample essays or reading passages and questions, accompanied by
helpful annotated comments and examiner marks Are ideal for students who procrastinate or who
can study only in short doses Include cartoons (Zits, Peanuts, Calvin & Hobbes) to reinforce the

light, student-friendly tone
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Customer Reviews

Master Reading for the ACTa FAST! If ACT savvy is what you seek, this book is the resource you
need. Learn the secrets, shortcuts, and strategies to succeed--with only minutes of effort a day.
Lively and straight to the point, this study aid to the ACT Reading section presents key principles
and practical strategies that promote effective reading, practical test strategies that are life-savers
when you’re under time restraints, and sample passages with insightful commentary on how to
select the correct answers. Features essential strategies for tackling reading comprehension

passages under the pressure of time Provides sample passages and questions with examiner



comments Contains bite-sized sections ideal for students who study in short doses

Randall McCutcheon is a high school educator nationally recognized by the U.S. Department of
Education for innovation in curriculum, with experience teaching English, speech, debate, and
journalism. Jim Schaffer, a finalist for the Teacher-in-Space program, is chair of the English

Department at Nebraska Wesleyan University, where he teaches English and journalism.

| like using this small book as a supplement. The strategies and principles are helpful for the student
who is weak in ACT Reading. If your student is strong in the ACT Reading area, I'm not certain the
book will add much value. The reading practices in the back can be a useful drill. | did catch at least
one error on question 6 for Passage 8 (Social Sciences, P. 133). It asks for an answer that is not
contained in the reading passage. This always makes me wonder how carefully a book was
proof-read. My biggest complaint is that McGraw-Hill repeats the A - D sequence for answers rather
than following the ACT format of sequencing answers A - J before repeating. McGraw Hill also does
this in their other ACT book, "500 Questions to know by test day ACT English and Reading." If
you're trying to create a practice environment, you need to follow the ACT style of test writing

completely.

This book brought my daughter’s reading ACT score from 18 to 24! | cannot recommend it enough

for those that struggle with reading comprehension.

Teenage gran-daughter loves it . Very pleased!

didn’t really help

My ACT score for reading went up about 4 points after this book

HELPFUL

Reading has fallen to the wayside with the popularity of electronics. | tutor students to prepare for

the ACT. All have found this book to be a quick and effective way to improve reading

comprehension.



My sons ACT scores went from 18 to 23 ( with a 27 in the optional reading section! ) Better
improvement that his tutored SAT scores! High return on the investment.
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